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What is an Argument?
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An argument is a reasoned, logical way of demonstrating the 
writer’s position, belief, or conclusion is valid. In English 
language arts, students make claims about the worth or meaning 
of a literary work or works. They defend their interpretations or 
judgments with evidence from the text(s) they are writing about. 
In history/social studies, students analyze evidence from multiple 
primary and secondary sources to advance a claim that is best 
supported by the evidence, and they argue for a historically or 
empirically situated interpretation. In science, students make 
claims in the form of statements or conclusions that answer 
questions or address problems. Using data in a scientifically 
acceptable form, students marshal evidence and draw on their 
understanding of scientific concepts to argue in support of their 
claims. 

CCSS (Appendix A)



Common Core College and Career Ready 
Anchor Standards for Reading

1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly 
to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual 
evidence when writing or speaking to support 
conclusions drawn from text. 
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Common Core College and Career Ready 
Anchor Standards for Writing 

1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of 
substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient evidence. 



“Argument is not simply a dispute, as when 
people disagree with one another or yell at 
each other. Argument is about making a case in 
support of a claim in everyday affairs – in 
science, in policy making, in courtrooms, and so 
forth”

Hillocks, 2011
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The Complexity of Argument Writing 

Studies find that secondary students have difficulty:
• Writing clear and arguable claims
• Generating and critiquing evidence
• Explaining how evidence supports their claims
• Learning particular argumentative structures 
• Anticipating potential criticisms of their positions
• Evaluating the quality of their argument
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Kuhn, 1991; Chamblis & Murphy, 2002; Langer 2002; Perie, Grigg, & Donahue, 
2005; Salahu-Din, Persky & Miller, 2008;  Ferretti & Lewis, 2013





EIR Pathway Project Goal
• The Pathway Project takes a cognitive strategies 

approach to enhance the text-based analytical 
writing of mainstreamed English Learners (ELs) to 
help them complete courses in core academic 
subjects, meet rigorous Common Core/ State 
Standards for ELA, and become college-bound.



A Reader’s and Writer’s Tool Kit





Three Types of Knowledge
● Declarative Knowledge

● Procedural Knowledge

● Conditional Knowledge





“Sometimes the Earth is Cruel” 

Prompt

Writing Directions
After reading “Sometimes, the Earth is Cruel,” select one important theme to write an 
essay about.  Create a theme statement which expresses the author’s main point, lesson, 
or message in the article.  Your theme statement will be the thesis of your essay—the 
claim you make about the writer’s message or main idea.
 
As you develop the main body of your essay, pay special attention to:
• Pitts’ description of the Haitian people’s actions after the earthquake
• The language Pitts uses to describe nature and the relationship between the Haitian 

people and nature (including similes, metaphors, symbols, personification, or other 
figurative language)

• Pitts’ response to the way the Haitian people deal with their tragedy
 
In your conclusion:
• Discuss Pitts’ purpose in writing “Sometimes, the Earth is Cruel.” 
• Revisit the message he wants his readers to take away from reading his article and 

explain why it is especially significant.



“Sometimes the Earth is Cruel” 

Prompt





Color Coding



Side-by-Side Comparison: Color Coded Essays by a Less Experienced and More Experienced Writer



How do we know this works?



3400 studies 
55 vetted
15 met WWC
4 Pathway

Recommendation #1: Explicitly teach appropriate writing strategies

“Teaching students to use cognitive strategies is one way to 
develop their strategic thinking skills, ultimately helping them to 
write more effectively.”

Strong evidence for the 
Pathway Project from IES 
What Works Clearinghouse 





Pathway Effect Sizes

Santa Ana 
USD

Lynwood 
USD

Anaheim 
UHSD

Norwalk 
La-Mirada 

USD

Long 
Beach 
USD

.67 .44 .60 .48 .26

For additional readings, refer to:
● Kim et al., 2011 in JREE
● Olson & Land, 2007; 2008 In REJ
● Olson et al., 2012 in AERJ
● Olson et al., 2017 in JEP
● Olson et al., 2019 in JEP



AUHSD Results

• Latino treatment students 
outscored their white peers in the 
control condition. 

• Students on FRPL gained 
significantly more than non-FRPL

• ELs in the treatment scored at parity 
with EOs in the control



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iEeSNNsvxJHHl93MDMXBRzlpg2k8FKkH/view?usp=sharing


i3 Year 1 Impacts in Effect Sizes
Holistic  .32

Content .31

Structure .29

Fluency .29

Conventions .32



Teacher Testimonials

“This was the best professional development I have ever 
experienced. I feel that UCI really understands the middle 
school/high school student in terms of knowing how to 
engage these students” 
 “Pathway has comprehensive tutorials that extended 
through the entire writing process, opportunities for real 
world genres of writing, space in the curriculum for SEL, 
engaging texts that students connects to, concrete activities 
students can do to demystify writing.” 



Student Testimonials

“My teacher taught us how to tap into prior knowledge and 
use cognitive strategies when we were reading. He also 
helped me rewrite my essay; especially by adding a hook 
to my essay.” 

 “I wrote a better essay when I revised my pre-test. I used 
more text evidence and I used a hook and for the pre-test I 
didn't use TAG or a hook and for the revision, this one has 
many paragraphs to it and the pre-test is just all one 
paragraph.” 



The Pathway Project intervention helped to close the 
achievement gap in writing for Latinos and helped ELs to gain 
ground by narrowing the achievement gap between ELs and 
their native English speaking peers. 

Implications for Practice

•This study highlights the efficacy of using strategies that 
reflect the recommendations of the WWC Practice Guide to 
improve literacy outcomes for diverse students.

•A making student-thinking-visible scaffolding approach such 
as the  color-coding strategy is useful in helping students 
visualize components of their paper that may need to be 
revised
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Thank you!

Carol Booth Olson cbolson@uci.edu
Huy Chung hqchung@uci.edu
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