Teaching about Language,
Power, and Text:
A Review of Classroom Practices
Supporting Critical Literacy
Developed from article of the same name by Edward Behrman.

Critical
Literacy

By inviting students to examine social relationships
through language use, critical literacy fosters social
justice. Language is not neutral. Students need to be
critical receivers and producers of language.

1. Reading supplementary texts
Traditional or canonical texts may not be able to
help students to fully understand social issues.
Supplementary texts can bridge this gap.
Teacher can assign students fiction focussing on racial
discrimination, slavery, marginalization, etc.
Nonfiction stories about great leaders are also great for
supplementary materials: Martin Luther King, Jr., Indira
Gandhi, Franklin Delano Roosevelt, Nelson Mandela, etc.
Students can learn how powerful language can be to
shape thought and encourage actions.
Songs and movies can also be supplementary sources.

2. Reading multiple texts
This process can help students recognize the subjectivity of authorship.

3. Reading from a resistant perspective
Students are encouraged to explore how a reader may approach the text
differently based on different identities (e.g., race, ethnicity, class, gender,
language, religion, sexuality).

Teachers can:
Invite students to use functional
grammar to analyze texts:
Functional grammar concerns the
ideational, interpersonal, and
textual meanings in a clause.

Analyze author's stance and text
features and their impact on
positioning the reader.

Invite students to take on
new identities.

4. Producing Countertexts
A countertext is a text that presents a topic from a nonmainstream perspective.

This activity can validate thoughts,
feelings, and observations of
underrepresented groups.

Students take roles of marginalized
subgroups, whose voice is validated
in this process.

5. Conducting student-choice research projects/ social action projects aimed at
making a real difference in people's lives

Students need to dig
deeper and reflect upon
how the issue affects
them and how social and
cultural forces influence
the problem.

Students freely choose
an important personal
topic and conduct
research on it.

More Tips
Multiple instructional practices can be
integrated.

Change the power relations in the
classroom as well and invite students
to be in control of their learning.
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