Teachers and Content
Area Reading:
A Literature Review
Teaching reading in
the content areas:
It has been agreed upon that reading
instruction in content area classes is
beneficial.
However, teacher educators may not
help content area teachers to see how
reading instruction in content areas
differ in specific ways. As a result,
content area teachers may fail to
understand the nuances of the texts in
the discipline.
Content area teachers need specialized
understanding of texts in their subject.

Teacher beliefs
and their influence
on instruction:
The decision content area teachers make
about teaching content and methods are
based on their beliefs. (Buchmann, 1987)
It can be difficult to change teachers’ beliefs.

The Study
This study is a literature review that
examines teachers’ attitudes and beliefs
about content area reading. What attitudes
and beliefs do content-area teachers in grades
6-12 have towards teaching reading to their
students? How have teacher educators been
helping content area teachers? Are these
interventions successful?

Research questions
(1) How do teachers implement practical tools to
support students’ disciplinary use of evidence in
writing historical arguments?
(2) How do teachers think about their
implementation of these disciplinary literacy
tools?
(3) What challenges do history teachers face?
(4) What knowledge, beliefs, or dispositions
appear to help teachers use these tools and foster
students’ disciplinary literacy?

Findings
Beliefs and attitudes towards reading in the content areas
Teachers hold a wide range of beliefs, including:
Content area teachers cannot/ should not teach reading
Teaching reading is others’ responsibility
Teaching reading is important
Content area teachers would like to teach reading but don’t know how
What has been done?
Different methods have been used to help content area teachers
For pre-service teachers: Coursework can develop positive attitudes towards
teaching reading, but may not prepare them fully to teach reading. Coursework
needs to be well-designed to be able to help teachers improve their ability to teach
reading.
For in-service teachers
Graduate level courses and extended in-services can help teachers realize the
benefits of teaching reading and feel more prepared to teach reading.
Extended in-services that provide guidance and opportunities to teach reading
should be provided to teachers.

Suggestions to
improve content area
teachers’ ability to
teach reading
Give teachers opportunities to teach/
tutor reading.
Provide chances for pre-service teachers
to observe in-service teachers teaching
reading.
Facilitate discussions between preservice and in-service teachers.
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