How Writing
Shapes Thinking
It’s crucial to select
writing tasks that are
culturally relevant and
align with learning goals.
Role of writing in academic classrooms

( ) Writing in content areas can be
used productively in 3 ways:

( ) The more that students
engage with content, the more
likely it is to be remembered and
understood.

To gain relevant knowledge and
experience in preparing for new
activities
To review and consolidate what is
known and learned
To reformulate and extend ideas and
experiences -- this approach can lead
to complex thinking

Writing in general promotes
learning
Students who wrote more also
perform better

( ) Rather than using quizzes with
fixed answers, various types of essay
tasks, freewriting activities and so on
can invite students to take on a more
active role in learning.

(

) Writing is a tool for learning.

The effects of writing tasks are
greatest for the particular
information students focused on
during the writing process.
If the content is familiar and well
understood already, the writing
task may have no effect on
learning at all.

While students are
interpreters of their
learning, teachers
may serve more as a
guide to foster a sense
of learning autonomy

Writing tasks differ in the breadth and depth of
information processed
Short-answer study questions:
students focused on specific ideas
that the textbook writer had chosen.
They do not integrate content across
questions.
Taking notes: students focused on
larger concepts. They integrated ideas
across sentences. However, the ideas
were treated rather superficially.
Students did not reorganize content
based on their own understanding but
only linearly list key points.

Towards an
Alternative
View of Writing
Instruction:

However, the extent to which
students review and
reconceptualize the content in the
process of writing is limited.

Literacy learning as
a social and
communicative
activity, where
students are active
learners and adults
guide their progress.

Teachers provide
scaffolding to help
students achieve
tasks out of their
capabilities and
prompt learning.

*

Writing essays: students stepped
back from the texts they read and
reconceptualized the content. They
focused on larger issues or topics
and engaged in more complex
thinking.

Writing as an
effective tool to
promote cognitive
growth and
learning.

Five components of scaffolding:
Ownership: Room should
be made for students to
have control over their
writing.

Collaboration: The
relationship
between the teacher
and students should
be collaborative.

Appropriateness: The
difficulty level should be
appropriate, based on
students’ abilities and
skills.

Support: The
structure of the
task should be
clear.

Internalization:
Knowledge is
internalized through
interpersonal instruction
and scaffolding.

*
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