How to Implement a
Disciplinary Literacy
Curriculum for U.S. History

Integrating disciplinary literacy requires teachers
to have a deep understanding of the discipline -how knowledge is produced, communicated,
and evaluated.

Disciplinary literacy in history
Analysis and interpretation of historical
texts is at the center.
Historical arguments rely on claims and
evidence supporting them.
Stating the source of evidence helps the
audience to evaluate the basis of the
claim.
Writing in history can not be separated
from historical thinking including
recognizing biases in sources,
comparing evidence, situating events in
their historical contexts, taking account
of multiple perspectives and causes.
(Coffin, 2006; Monte-Sano, 2010)
Students may tend to view historical
accounts as facts and fixed, so it’s
important to develop students’
conceptualization of the history subject.

Teaching historical reading
Needs a combination of generic and
discipline-specific practices.
Requires interpretation across sources.
Demands ability to comprehend
subtexts.
Requires readers to question the
sources: Who created it? When was it
created? What is the context? How is
this source related to other sources?
(Wineburg, 1991)
Teaching historical writing
Novices may lack an understanding of
the task or purposes of writing. (Ferretti
et al., 2000)
The complex nature of writing puts
great demands on writers’ cognitive
resources.
Teacher learning
Conceptual tools: principles,
frameworks, and ideas about teaching,
learning to guide instructional
decisions. (Grossman et al., 2000)
Pedagogical tools: strategies, practices,
or resources that have more local and
immediate utility. (Grossman et al.,
1999)

Disciplinary Literacy Tools
IREAD (Wineburg, 1991)

H2W (How to Write Your Essay)

The Study
This study examines two expert U.S. history teachers teaching practices that
integrate literacy and history thinking with eighth graders of a variety of profiles.
It aims to provide information about ways in which disciplinary literacy
curriculum can be effectively implemented. The focus of disciplinary-literacy is
focused on written arguments from multiple sources.

Findings
Enacting cognitive apprenticeships:
Give students opportunities to practice with scaffolding -provide both whole group and small group interactions
Encourage students towards independence -- collaboration can
be encouraged to facilitate independence
For struggling learners, provide additional support by explicitly
summarizing ways to reading and annotating
Going beyond the strategies:
Other than teaching students to annotate each letter of the
strategies, expert teachers highlight the disciplinary thinking
behind the strategies.
By explaining the interpretative nature of history -- historians
weigh evidence to develop arguments
By prompting students to critically read the sources in light of
the authors and the context
By prompting students to justify their description of author’s
perspectives

Teaching Suggestions
Modeling and guided practices to plan student writing is crucial.
Making modifications to the tools by considering students’ needs and discipline
features. Be more aware of the challenges students may have by trying to take on a
novice perspective.
Participating in relevant PDs.
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