Learning to Teach
Disciplinary Literacy
The Study
The authors worked with the district and school teachers
to transition textbook-oriented instruction to inquiry-based
instruction
A 18 days curriculum to teach evidence-based historical
argumentative writing and a one-year professional
development course were developed.

Elements of the PD
Content about U.S. history: developing teachers’ conceptual
understanding of history as an evidence-based interpretive
discipline, historical thinking, and disciplinary approaches
to teach reading and writing
Provide cognitive strategy tools (IREAD, H2W) (Monte-Sano
et al, 2014)

Findings
After the professional development, teachers started to pay
attention to key aspects of disciplinary writing:
Whether students answer the historical question; whether they
include evidence; quality of students’ explanation and evaluation
of evidence; historical thinking; rebuttals and their explanations.
Teachers pay more attention to disciplinary thinking:
Historical thinking: evaluation of evidence considering the author's
purpose, reliability, historical context, and significance of
evidence. Evaluation of evidence: attention to logic and argument
structure.

Disciplinary Literacy in History
Includes questioning and weighing evidence,
constructing interpretations based on analysis of
evidence, and conveying interpretations in writing
(Monte-Sano, 2008, 2011; Wineburg, 2001).

Teaching Suggestions
Understanding of disciplinary features and writing strategies
help teachers to better identify students’ needs
Teachers who focused on disciplinary thinking when analyzing
student work are the most effective in improving students’
writing outcomes.
The use of protocols, tools, and feedback to structure student
work analysis can improve teachers’ in-depth reflections and
help them find areas of improvement.
Another approach is to create an elaborated rubric that
describes different levels of historical writing (Windschitl et al.,
2011).
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