Online Fanfiction:
A Supportive Space for
Literacy Learning

What are New Literacies?

What is Fanfiction?

New literacies are new forms
of literacy made possible by
digital technology. Examples
include instant messaging,
blogging, social networking,
podcasting, digital
storytelling, fanfiction, and
online collaborative writing.
For many youth, creative work
of the imagination is an
integral part of their lives that
is facilitated and shared
through networked
technologies.

Fanfiction is a unique form of writing
in which fans base their stories on
the characters and plotlines of
existing media and popular media.
Fan fiction, and other new literacies,
challenge conventional notions of
“good” writing as individualistic,
author-centric, monolingual, and
rigidly adherent to standard genres
and conventions.

The Study

Research Questions

The author conducted a three-year
longitudinal study, using discourse
and analytic methods, to explore the
literacy and social practices of
adolescent English language learners
(ELLs) writing in an online fan fiction
community. This project aims to
provide insight into ELLs’
extracurricular literary practices,
language socialization, and selfrepresentation in online fan fiction
websites (a form of new literacies).

1) What languages and literacies
did these youth engage with as
they participated in online
fanfiction writing sites?
2) What global and local
resources did these youth draw
on to support their fan-related
activities?
3) As ELLs, what online identities
and relationships did these youth
construct through their
participation in fan fiction sites?

Findings
The fanfiction writers (and
English Learners) studied here:
engaged in widespread poaching and
recontextualization of media,
played agentic parts in challenging
traditional consumer roles and
contributing to the collective
imaginary of online fan communities,
and
used multiple languages and cultural
materials in their fan fiction texts,
representing their rich, transcultural,
multilingual identities.

Fanfiction as scaffolding
The fandoms’ media resources and
fan fiction writers’ online social
connections provided scaffolding and
inspiration for developing their
English language abilities
New media provide ELLs with new
contexts for developing English
literacy that comes from being able to
effectively express themselves online.
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