Bringing
Research to
Practice

Writer(s)-within-Community Model of Writing
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While some researchers have looked at writing
development as a cognitive process, others have
exmained how social and cultural forces shape writing
without attention to the mental processes in writing
development.

What is
the WWC
Framework?

The writer (s)-within-community model (WWC) of writing
acknowledges the contributions of band sociocultural
perspectives in writing research.
The model emphasizes that we need to continually think
about what skills students need to produce “writing” in
our shifting historical and technological landscape.

The act of thinking, utilizing rhetorical
tools, self-regulating and goal setting,
and composing as a sociocognitive
process can be seen in the inner circle
above

Sociocognitive
Process
of Writing

Context and capabilities both influence
writing development and must be
considered in any writing theory or
instruction.

Writers write to participate in
social situations
Social contexts are represented in
the outter circles of the model
The development of writing skills
depends on a passage through
situations, solving problems and
becoming articulate in those
situations.

Writing as a
Social Act

Bringing it
together
While cognitive skills are important in writing development, the middle
and outer rings of the model acknowledge that students’
environments, communities, and cultures influences the approach to
and execution of different writing tasks
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Applying the
framework
ELA classrooms are typically seen as the hub for secondary writing, yet
discipline-specific writing happens in history classrooms (and many
other spaces).
The outer ring tells us to examine how the tasks we assign have distinct
features, rules, and norms that students need to idenitfy and learn
Disciplinary writing, seen as
solving a unique problem in an
emerging social situation,
indicates a need to expand
students’ abilities to respond
to different and emerging
rhetorical situations.
As students consume and
produce digital texts, we need
to acknowledge these
literacies and augment their
development
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How?

Invite students to authentically express themselves in an
evolving world.
The WWC acknowledges this evolving world of the writer
and how dialogue and interaction with others in the writers’
community plays a vital role in writing development
Also develop the tools and skills writers need to succeed

Consider how modifications in the writing
context or writing community can change
engagement with writing and the skills
students employ in a writing task

For example:
1) Teachers may establish a masterygoal orientation
2) Teachers can support student
writers by recognizing the affective,
cognitive, executive elements that
impact unique students
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