
The College, Career, and Civic Life (C3)
Framework says:

Students are expected to gain conceptual
understanding and procedural knowledge of
writing across content areas
History teachers need to help students learn
approaches to reading, reasoning, and writing
to do so

The purpose of this study was to
compare the effects of problem-
solving instruction types (IREAD and
EH) on students' historical writing

1.  Why teach writing in history classrooms?

History argumentative writing is different from
generic argumentation

historical arguments also require conceptual
understanding and procedural knowledge of
writing (C3 Framework)
They also require background knowledge and
disciplinary skills

Teaching Writing in
History Classrooms

2.  Sense making activities in history

Contextualization: the ability to consider the
time and place in which an event occurred and
situate what happened in a specific historical
context
Sourcing: considering the author’s perspective
and purpose for writing before reading the
document
Corroboration: being able to “read between
the lines” (also considering what is not stated)

Students engage in
close reading,
sourcing,
corroboration, and
contextualization, to
challenge or confirm
their initial beliefs

Evolving Hypothesis
(EH): Teachers begin
instruction by
developing students’
background knowledge

Students form
initial hypothesis
about the event

Students examine
four primary sources
providing conflicting
perspectives

3.  IREAD

1 2 3 4

5-step heuristic prompting students to engage in sourcing,
contextualization and corroboration

4.  Findings

Initial drafts revealed that even secondary students
who are good writers do not naturally engage in
historical or contextualized thinking

Post-intervention writing scores were significantly
greater in the IREAD condition than in the EH
condition

5. Implications

Direct instruction on
writing is needed in
history classrooms

to meet the
standards of the C3

Framework

Students can improve
their contextualized

reasoning if they are given
explicit instruction that

helps them develop skills
of contextualization,
corroboration, and

sourcing
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Rather than relying on
teacher-led instruction,
teaching students how

to independently
coordinate

contextualized thinking
might be a better

approach
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There is value in using scaffolds (i.e. IREAD) not
only as teaching tools, but also as learning tools

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11145-021-10183-0

