The Effects of Multicomponent
Strategy Instruction on
Argumentative Writing
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Challenges of
argumentative
writing

2

Strategy
instruction

Writing is a complex and recursive
process where writers plan,
translate, and revise.
Argumentative essays add onto
the complexity.
Writers need to weigh up
different arguments and
evidence and come up with an
opinion supported by evidence.
Writers need to be goaldirected and have selfregulatory abilities.
Thus, composing an
argumentative essay places
high demands on one’s working
memory.
As a result, students with
learning disabilities are even
more challenged with this
genre.

It refers to a systematic and explicit
teaching of steps/ actions to be taken
in the writing process.
STOP & DARE is a strategy instruction
targeting argumentative writing.
STOP (actions to be followed) &
DARE (key elements of argumentative
writing)
Suspend judgment (gather
arguments for and against a
position)
Take a stand
Organize ideas (order the
arguments according to strengthen
and persuasiveness)
Plan more during writing
Develop a topic sentence
Add supporting ideas
Reject possible arguments for the
other side
End with a conclusion
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Techniques to
increase
motivation

Progress monitoring: frequent
evaluations of targeted skills and
effectiveness of instruction
Attribute success to students’
endeavors instead of luck; attribute
failure to variable reasons (e.g., a bad
day) rather than lack of ability
Self-assessment and teacher’s
constructive & timely feedback
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5

The Study

Study Questions

This study examines the effectiveness
of an approach called STOP & DARE
with 77 secondary students.
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Findings

Is the STOP & DARE approach in
combination with techniques improving
motivations effective for a group of
struggling secondary writers?

Students using the STOP & DARE approach showed a
much greater increase in text length and quality.
The STOP & DARE approach is suitable for struggling
students of 13-16 years old.
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