
Examining the
Accuracy of Peer
Reviews
*The purpose of this article was to assess the

reliability and validity of peer assessment of

writing in high school Advanced Placement

English classrooms. Students used a task-

specific rubric to anonymously assess their

classmates’ writing.

Study Questions
Did students tend to agree with one another at

sufficiently high levels to produce reliable scores?

Did particular characteristics of writing, such as

reasoning, lead to more disagreement in students’

scores?

What is the extent to which students can

accurately judge the quality of their peers’ essays?
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Reliability and Validity
Reliability refers to the extent to which

different students’ assessments of peers’ writing

correlate (e.g., inter-rater reliability).

 

Validity refers to the extent to which students

can accurately assess what they are asked to

assess in someone's writing (e.g. the quality of a

thesis statement).
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What is Peer Review?
An assessment technique in which students

typically read their peers’ essays and provide

feedback in response to teacher-generated

questions or prompts.

 

Writers use the feedback to revise and ideally

improve their essays before submitting them

to the teacher for a final grade.
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Essential features of
productive peer review:

Holding students responsible for 
 providing feedback.

 

Lessening adolescents’ fear of social

repercussions of peer review.
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*Students also gain more from peer review when they are guided to
focus more on global issues in writing, such as ideas and evidence,
and teachers help develop students’ awareness of audience.

Use a Peer Review Rubric
Students should be able to understand the language of the rubric.

 

The rubric should focus students’ attention on critical, high-value elements

of the piece of writing (e.g. clear thesis statement)

 

The rubric should include concrete and specific descriptors or examples

 

Each rubric criterion should focus on only one aspect of the writing task.

*Carefully designed peer review tasks can provide students with
helpful feedback on and fair assessments of their writing without
increasing teachers’ workload.

Study Findings

After using a carefully designed rubric, high

school students were able to provide ratings
that were more valid than the ones provided by

a single teacher and just as valid as the ones
provided by expert AP scorers.

Across school contexts (urban, suburban,

and socioeconomic status levels) and

student writing achievement levels,

students’ ratings were acceptably

reliable and correlated with teachers’

and experts’.

*Peer review assessment under clear guidance was found
to be reliable and valid.

Find online peer review tools that are available for your school or district.

Create a rubric with student-friendly language.

Create guidelines for how students should participate in the assessment process.

Teach students about effective peer review. Allow them time to practice.

Keep the peer assessment task anonymous by providing pseudonyms or numbers.

Assign three or four peers to review each student’s paper.

Tips for Teachers
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